Witn me primary care sector playing a major role in caring tor much or the adult and child population with discernible mental illness, a concerted effort must be made to improve communication between mental health and general health services. Resolution of problems calls for sensitivity about the needs of practitioners and patients within the context of the primary care delivery setting. The beneficial health results that can be achieved from relatively minimal integration of services bolster arguments for increased primary care commitment to case identification, better referral mechanisms, more effective counseling, and improved drug therapy. The ability of primary care practitioners to convey their interest in pertinent behavioral and psychosocial issues to patients may be important in the prevention and recovery process.
Based on conceptual issues raised by the Institute of Medicine conference Mental Health Services in General Health Care (Parron and Solomon, 1980), a research agenda that especially emphasizes improved collaboration and cooperation includes:
•  development of more precise mental health criteria for use by primary care practitioners;
•  development of more clearly outlined treatment patterns for particular mental health disorders;
•  development of clear-cut referral criteria for use by primary care practitioners;
•  development of guidelines for appropriate drug intervention across the gamut of mental health disorders;
•  rigorous tests of efficacy aimed at identifying which therapies work best, for what kinds of patients, and under what conditions;
•  tests of alternative strategies for providing integrated mental health care in primary health care settings; and
•  investigations of the relative effectiveness of various manpower categories in dealing with differentiated problems in various treatment settings.
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